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3. Environmental Setting 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this section is to provide, pursuant to provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines, a “description of the physical environmental conditions in the 
vicinity of the project, as they exist at the time the notice of preparation is published, from both a local and a 
regional perspective.” The environmental setting will provide a set of baseline physical conditions that will 
serve as a tool from which the lead agency will determine the significance of environmental impacts resulting 
from the proposed project. 

3.2 REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

3.2.1 Regional Location 

The project site is on the Saddleback High School (SHS) campus, in central Orange County, in the City of 
Santa Ana. Orange County is located in Southern California and lies south of Los Angeles County, west of 
San Bernardino and Riverside counties, and north of San Diego County. Orange County encompasses 
approximately 798 square miles and has 34 incorporated cities. The City of Santa Ana is surrounded by cities 
of Orange, Tustin, Irvine, Costa Mesa, Fountain Valley, Garden Grove, and Anaheim (see Figure 3-1, Regional 
Location). Regional access to the city is provided by Interstate 5 (I-5), State Route (SR) 55, and SR-22. The 
City of Santa Ana is among the largest in Orange County in terms of land area. The city is completely built 
out and has approximately 58 percent residential, 15 percent commercial, 14 percent industrial, 11 percent 
public and institutional, and 2 percent public parkland and open space uses. 

3.3 LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Location 

The SHS campus is located at 2802 S. Flower Street, Santa Ana, (see Figure 3-2, Local Vicinity). The project 
site is already developed with an artificial turf field and synthetic track in the southwest corner of the school 
campus. The project area for the bleachers and lights is on the north and south side of the existing field and 
track. Figures 3-3 and 3-4, Site Photographs, show the general condition of the existing site and surrounding 
area.  

Surrounding Land Uses 

Surrounding roadways and land uses near the SHS campus include the following (see Figure 3-5, Aerial 
Photograph).  

Saddleback High School is in the City of Santa Ana bounded by streets on two sides (S. Flower Street and 
W. Segerstrom Avenue) and Union Pacific Railroad track, and single-family residential uses.  

3.3.2 Location and Land Use 

To the north: Segerstrom Avenue and residential uses.  
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To the south: Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) tracks and Alton Avenue.  

To the east: Flower Street and Santa Ana Delhi Drainage Channel and commercial and storage uses.  

To the west: Adjacent residential development (backyards of homes along Rosewood Avenue). 

The specific stadium project site is bordered by turf baseball fields to the north, a chain-link fence and UPRR 
track to the south, single-family residential to the west, and portable classrooms and the main school 
campus to the east. 

School Facilities 

The SHS was built in 1967 and encompasses approximately 38.6 acres. The campus is developed with 
classroom buildings, various support services buildings, portable classrooms, surface parking lots, 
swimming pool, tennis courts, hardcourts, turf athletic fields, and artificial turf field and synthetic track (field 
and track). The project area is located on the north and south side of the existing field and track. The high 
school enrollment for the 2012–13 school year is 1,852 students in grades 9 through 12, and the school has 
the maximum capacity of 1,859 students in the permanent buildings and 780 students in the portable 
buildings, for a combined total of 2,639 students. Although SHS was built in 1967, it is not listed under the 
National Register of Historic Places (NPS 2013) or the California Register of Historic Resources (OHP 2013) 
as having historical significance. Additionally, it is not listed in the City’s historic resource listings (Santa Ana 
2004 and Santa Ana 2011). 

Access and Parking 

The school provides 319 parking spaces in two lots 145 spaces in the north lot, and 176 spaces in the east 
lot. The school parking lots can be accessed from two driveways on Segerstrom Avenue for the north lot and 
one driveway on Flower Street for the east lot. Sidewalks are provided along school frontage on Segerstrom 
Avenue and Flower Street.  

Current Field and Track Use 

The existing artificial turf field and synthetic track are used on a regular basis for conducting physical 
education classes, team sports practices and competitive games, and a variety of other scholastic-related 
events. When not in use for school events, the field and track are available to the community. In the absence 
of field lights, use of the field and track are limited to daylight hours. School-related nighttime events are 
typically held at Segerstrom High School at 2301 W MacArthur Blvd, Santa Ana, CA 92704. The following 
activities currently take place on the football/soccer field and running track at SHS. 

Football. September, October, and November, freshmen, sophomore, junior varsity and varsity football 
practice occurs from 2:00 PM to 5:30 PM most weekdays. Freshmen/sophomore and junior varsity games 
occur from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM on Thursdays. Attendance for these games is 200 to 250 spectators. Varsity 
home football games are currently being held at Segerstrom High School, 2301 W. MacArthur Blvd, Santa 
Ana.  

Soccer. December, January, and February, varsity soccer practice occurs from 2:00 PM to 5:30 PM most 
weekdays and Saturdays. Varsity soccer games are currently being held at Segerstrom High School, 2301 
W. MacArthur Blvd, Santa Ana, from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM; girls’ soccer on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and boys 
on Wednesdays and Fridays. Attendance for these games is 75 to 100 spectators.  
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Marching Band, Cheerleading and Color Guard. Marching Band practice occurs Monday through Friday 
from 7:00 AM to 8:00 AM. Cheerleading and Color Guard practice occurs Monday through Thursday from 
2:00 PM to 5:00 PM. Attendance for these practice sessions is approximately 20 to 60 participants. 

Track. March, April, May, and June, track practice occurs from 2:00 PM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday. 
Track meets are from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Cross-Country. July and August, cross-country practice occurs on the track, Monday through Friday from 
2:00 PM to 5:30 PM. Cross-Country meets are held on Saturdays at various places throughout the county. 

Other school uses throughout the school year may include band and color guard competitions, classroom 
activities, rallies, assemblies, , conducted during daylight hours.  

Community Events. Pop Warner football is scheduled on Saturdays from 8:00 AM until dark and has 
approximately 30-50 spectators. Adult soccer league occurs on Sundays all year (approximately 30 games 
per year) from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Attendance for adult soccer league ranges from 100 to 150. All 
community events conclude before dark. Field and track use by community organizations is subject to 
approval by the District.  

3.3.3 General Plan and Zoning 

The project site is designated as INS (Institutional) by the City of Santa Ana General Plan and zoned Open 
Space (O).  

Santa Ana Neighborhoods 

The City of Santa Ana is divided into 64 neighborhood associations (see Figure 3-6, Santa Ana 
Neighborhoods). The City has a number of neighborhoods with historic resources, including French Park, 
Floral Park, Wilshire Square, West Floral Park, Washington Square, and Heninger Park. The high school is in 
the Heninger Park Neighborhood. The City is also known for its original Mexican barrios, including the 
Logan, Lacy, Delhi, and Santa Anita neighborhoods, some of which date back to the later 1880s (Santa Ana 
2009). Santa Ana’s historic districts are set apart from other areas of the City by age and architectural styles. 
These districts consist of well-defined neighborhoods like Heninger Park and French Park. Most of these 
historic districts are near the City center. Historic districts generally contain a variety of lot sizes, 20-foot street 
setbacks, historic single-family structures, grid street pattern, gas lamp street lights, and a variety of 
subdivision patterns. 

3.4 ASSUMPTIONS REGARDING CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

Section 15130 of the CEQA Guidelines states that cumulative impacts shall be discussed when the project’s 
incremental effect is cumulatively considerable, as defined in section 15065 (a)(3). Where a leady agency is 
examining a project with an incremental effect that is not “cumulatively considerable,” a lead agency need 
not consider that effect significant, but shall briefly describe its basis for concluding that the incremental 
effect is not cumulatively considerable.  

A cumulative impact consists of an impact which is created as a result of the combination of the project 
evaluated in the EIR together with other projects causing related impacts. An EIR should not discuss impacts 
which do not result in part from the project evaluated in the EIR.  
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Section 15355 of the Guidelines defines cumulative impacts to be “…two or more individual effects which, 
when considered together, are considerable or which compound or increase other environmental impacts.” 
Cumulative impacts represent the change caused by the incremental impact of a project when added to 
other proposed or committed projects in the vicinity.  

The CEQA Guidelines (Section 15130 (b)(1)) state that the discussion should be guided by standards of 
practicality and reasonableness, and should focus on the cumulative impact to which the identified other 
project contribute rather than the attributes of other project which do not contribute to the cumulative impact. 
It also states that the following elements are necessary to an adequate discussion of significant cumulative 
impacts:  

Either: 

A. A list of past, present and probable future projects producing related cumulative impacts, 
including, if necessary, those projects outside the control of the agency; or 

B. A summary of projections contained in an adopted general plan or related planning document 
designed to evaluate regional or area-wide conditions. 

The proposed project involves bleacher and lighting improvement to an existing field and track and the use 
of cumulative project list as stated above is not practical or reasonable. Impacts related to aesthetics and 
noise are generally localized and affect the immediate vicinity of the project site. The geographic scope is 
their respective air basins for air quality and GHG emissions, and for fire and police services are their 
respective service areas. For traffic, cumulative impacts have been accounted by adding 2 percent growth 
factor to background traffic volumes. Therefore, a separate summary of related project list or projections 
contained in an adopted general plan has not been included as part of the EIR. The geographic scope and 
appropriate assumptions for each impact area is included in Chapter 5 cumulative impact discussion for 
each topic.  
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View looking northeast across railroad tracks toward stadium site on the left and 
the back of homes along Alton Avenue on the right.

View looking southeast across track and field toward railroad tracks and homes 
along Alton Avenue.
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View looking north toward back of homes along Rosewood Avenue and SHS 
baseball field from west end of track and field.

View looking southwest along south side of the stadium site. Railroad tracks and 
homes along Alton Avenue are on left side and homes along Rosewood Avenue 
are in the background.
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Aerial Photograph
3. Environmental Setting

Source: Google Earth Pro 2012
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